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Little Owl Playback Survey Recording Methodology
[bookmark: _Hlk219804284]Thank You for volunteering to undertake the Little Owl call back survey. I hope you enjoy participating.   Please familiarise yourself with the methods and the call back sound file, which will be provided.
Objectives of the survey.
Detect presence/absence of little owls in a given area.
Estimate relative abundance and distribution.
Assess territorial responses to conspecific calls.  And identify areas for further surveys.







Equipment
Portable speaker with clear sound projection.  This can be a mobile phone linked to a Bluetooth speaker of an ipod type unit.  Load the sound file before the survey.
Pre-recorded sound file of little owl territorial calls (male and female) sound file will be provided 
Notebook or digital recorder for observations.
Binoculars and flashlight (if surveying at dusk/night).









Survey Timing and Weather
Season: Pre - breeding season (February 15th to the end of March) when territorial owls are most vocal.
Time of day: Commence 1-2 hours after sunset
Weather: Calm, dry nights preferred (avoid strong wind or heavy rain).




Survey Location 
 Fixed points: Choose survey stations over 300 m apart to avoid overlap.
It is suggested to visit your survey point in daylight to obtain habitat and information 
Selection survey points should consider, access, safety, avoid areas with background noise, avoid major roads, airports or industrial areas, with floodlighting.
Please Park safely if using a vehicle, locate lay byes or farm gate entrances to allow coverage of local farmland.
If on foot find a location that allow the call to travel to the wider farmland.








Playback point sequence:
Play full little owl call playback from start to finish. Est time 5mins
· 2–3 minutes of silence to listen for responses. Sometimes hands cupped over ears can help detection.
· If a response is detected Stop , however if no response is heard repeat up to 3 cycles per survey station, if after 2 cycles no response is detected, then record a nil response.
· Maximum duration per station: ~10 – 15  minutes.
· Replicates: Visit each station at least twice in the season 







 

Data Recording
Record the following data: 
Response type:
Vocal response (call back, duetting, alarm).
Visual response (approach, flight, perch nearby).
Distance & direction: Estimate how far and from which direction the response came.
Number of individuals: Note if multiple owls respond.
Other species response – ie Tawny Owl response.
Environmental notes: Weather, habitat type, disturbance factors.











  Little Owl Playback Survey Recording Form 
Response Heard
Time
Estimated Distance
Direction of Call
Notes
Little Owl
20.27
150m
SW
From farmland
Tawny Owl
20.30
75m
N
Hooting from Copse







Playback Time Start  20/15.       Stop 20/32.

Survey Date        17/02/2026       Weather Conditions:  wind 0 – rain -0 Cloud – 25%
Survey point map reference:  SJ782645
Habitat Description:   E1 Improved grassland /Dairy Pasture.
Surveyor Name :  Roy Leigh

Address :   8 Hall Drive, Marston, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 6DT

Email :  Roy@leighecology.co.uk

Telephone : 07815711678

Example Form
Please return completed forms to Roy Leigh – roy@leighecology.co.uk
Thanks for your participation.
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